
Update: 

 

Sign up to receive the Manchester Patch newsletter. It's easy and it's free!!! » 

Sports

By Paul Ofria Email the author May 16, 2012 

0 Email Print  Comment 

Manchester Community College women’s basketball head coach Mary Roickle has resigned after one season with the program to pursue a business 

opportunity in Boston.

The school has named former Central Connecticut State University player and Classical Magnet High School girls coach Katie DaCosta as interim head 

coach effective immediately.

Roickle came to MCC as a semi-retired pharmaceutical executive a year ago and led the team to a 15-8 record and playoff berth despite having just one 

returning player from Robert Turner Jr.’s highly successful program.

“This was an opportunity that I couldn’t walk away from,” Roickle said of the position she took toward the end of the basketball season. “First and 

foremost I am going to miss the student athletes and the ability to work with them on and off the court. Certainly I am going to miss all of the good people 

at MCC who supported the basketball program. It’s going to be a tough transition that way and it already has been.”
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MCC athletic director Cynthia Washburne felt it would be best for the program to have a coach in place as soon as possible rather than conduct a search 

that could possibly stretch out over several months. DaCosta, who was on the verge of being named by Roickle as an assistant, was promoted to head 

coach on an interim basis.

“Katie is very similar to Mary and that’s another piece of that continuity,” Washburne said. “Philosophically, they come from the same position -  student 

first, athlete second - it’s about the growth and development of the players within the game of basketball.”

Washburne was appreciative of Roickle’s experience and care for the program, even if it was for a shorter time period than both had envisioned.

“I expected her to stay here for a long time,” Washburne said. “She did a great job in one short year, bringing the women together, creating a family, not 

just a team. I certainly appreciate why she stepped down and we will continue to move forward to build a quality program,”
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DaCosta, 27, split her high school playing career between Bulkeley High and East Catholic before spending two seasons at Division I Central 

Connecticut. She was the Classical Magnet High School girls' head coach the past two seasons and has been the girls' head coach at Enfield High and 

the freshman boys coach at Sports and Sciences Academy. She is also the boys’ tennis coach and girls’ soccer coach at Classical and coaches boys at 

the AAU level.

“I’m ready to dive in full force,” DaCosta said of the opportunity to coach at the next level. “I would like to get acquainted with the campus and meet the 

athletes that are here and see where they stand. I know they have had success over the past few years. I want to bring my own thing to it, but not get 

away from what has made this program successful.”

As far as the interim tag goes, DaCosta is not fazed.

“It shouldn’t make a difference, she said. “You give it everything you’ve got every time you step out on a court or a field, so it doesn’t bother me.”

DaCosta holds a BA in Business Management from CCSU and is currently enrolled in a master’s program at her alma mater.

0 Email Print 

Follow comments Submit tip  Comment

Hartford Hospital
Beyond Advanced Cardiology. Ranked #1 in 
Region by U.S. News
cardiology.beyondadvanced.org

Walk in Showers
Find Walk in Showers From Premier Care. Get a 
Free Brochure!
PremierCareBathing.com

Job Openings
Search For Job Openings. Apply For a Position 
Today!
www.findtherightjob.com

Solar Power for Homes
Price out home solar panels online with the 
Leading Solar Calculator.
www.astrumsolar.com/calculator Sponsored Links

Enter your email address Keep me postedEmail me updates about this story.

Leave a comment

 

Submit ›

Page 2 of 3MCC Women’s Basketball Coach Mary Roickle Resigns - Manchester, CT Patch

5/29/2012http://manchester.patch.com/articles/mcc-women-s-basketball-coach-mary-roickle-resigns-7d481d6c?nci...



Advertise
Advertise on Patch and reach potential 

customers in your backyard and beyond. Click 

here for more information.  

Learn more » 

Volunteer
If you want to help local causes, or your cause 

needs local help, your next click should be right 

here.  

Learn more » 

Contribute
Send us news tips •

Put an event on the calendar •

Announce something to everyone •

Patch Info

About Us 

Jobs 

Advertise 

Terms of Use 

Privacy Policy 

Get in Touch

Go Patch! 

Help 

Contact Us 

Patch Blog 

Patch Initiatives

PatchU 

Patch.org 

Goodies

Patch Newsletter 

Widgets 

Copyright © 2012 Patch. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Page 3 of 3MCC Women’s Basketball Coach Mary Roickle Resigns - Manchester, CT Patch

5/29/2012http://manchester.patch.com/articles/mcc-women-s-basketball-coach-mary-roickle-resigns-7d481d6c?nci...


