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Manchester Community College is one of six colleges and universities in Connecticut, and nearly 50 

nationwide, to join the Multistate Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcomes Assessment. Higher 

education leaders and faculty from nine states are working together to evaluate authentic student work 

in ways that allow measurement of student achievement. This work will also allow colleges to assess 

their own effectiveness in promoting student success. 

 

Dr. Sandra Palmer, interim dean of Academic Affairs, stated, "This is a wonderful opportunity for 

MCC to be part of the nationwide Multi-State Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcomes 

Assessment. We, like all colleges, want to ensure our students are successful. By participating in this 

assessment initiative, we will be able to measure student achievement at the college with other colleges 

across the county. Through these efforts, MCC will be able to focus on the quality of student learning, 

hence student success." 

 

The purpose of the Multistate Collaborative is to improve the 

quality of student learning by developing a different approach to 

measure learning among public colleges and universities. 

Existing assessment methods often rely upon grades, 

standardized testing and student surveys, which are inadequate to 

accurately gauge and compare important information about what 

students know, understand and how they apply knowledge. The 

nine states that have formed the Multistate Collaborative will 

design and pilot test an assessment program that builds on 

assessment linked to instruction, actual curricula and real student 

work. By doing so, the Multistate Collaborative will be able to effectively balance the improvement of 

the teaching and learning process in the classroom and demonstrate public accountability for higher 
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The work of the Multistate Collaborative to Advance Learning Outcomes Assessment supports 

formative, improvement-oriented assessment at the campus level while also allowing state systems to 

gain valuable feedback about their students. Results can be compared to the results for similar 

institutions across the country in effect establishing nationwide benchmarks for student learning at the 

community college and university levels. The work of the Multistate Collaborative is based on the 

conviction that by working together and by focusing attention on the quality of student learning, 

campuses and states can bring about much needed change in higher education. 

 

This work is supported, in part, with funding from a grant to the Association of American Colleges and 

Universities from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. With a subgrant to the State Higher Education 

Executive Officers Association, faculty at colleges in the Multistate Collaborative will gather student 

work for assessment drawing on resources from the AAC&U's Liberal Education and America's 

Promise (LEAP) initiative. 

Copyright © 2014, The Hartford Courant

0

READER SUBMITTED: Connecticut Winter 
Games To Take Place February 25

READER SUBMITTED: Sweet Frog 
Celebrates One Year In Business With 
Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

READER SUBMITTED: Pulitzer-Prize 
Winning Historian Gordon Wood To Speak 
On Democracy

Snowmobiles, ATVs Fall Through Ice In New 
Fairfield

Sandy Hook Glass Ad Beyond Insensitive [what's this]

Doctors Telling Employees: Your 
ObamaCare Plans Not Valid | FOX Business

10 of the Most Exciting New 2014 Cars | Insider 

Car News

Obama's State of the Union approval was 
high, until he said this. | iSideWith

Kate Upton Just Gets HOTTER Every Single 
Day | Rant Sports

Why Is Social Security Stockpiling Bullets? | 

AARP

0Like

Page 2 of 3READER SUBMITTED: MCC Chosen To Join The Multistate Collaborative To Measure College Stude...

2/10/2014http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hcrs-85036-manchester-20140128,0,405884.story



News 
Sports 

Business 
Entertainment 

Opinion 
Obituaries 

Terms Of Service Privacy Policy About Our Ads About Us Contact Us Advertise Online

Baltimore Sun Chicago Tribune Daily Press Hartford Courant Los Angeles Times Orlando Sentinel Sun Sentinel The Morning Call

Hartford Courant, 285 Broad Street, Hartford, CT 06115
A T365 - Tribune Newspaper website 

Connect with the Hartford Courant to get articles like this and more.

Follow @hartfordcourant 27.5K followers  327  

Facebook social plugin

Add a comment...

Also post on Facebook  

19kLike

Page 3 of 3READER SUBMITTED: MCC Chosen To Join The Multistate Collaborative To Measure College Stude...

2/10/2014http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hcrs-85036-manchester-20140128,0,405884.story


