Paw-sitively Connected

Great Path Academy at MCC

Cabaret Night

The GPA Cabaret Night was a
collaboration between the art,
music, drama and culinary depart-
ments. Families came out to
enjoy an evening of talent and
entertainment, to raise funds for
the spring trip to NYC and a
show on Broadway. The GPA
Community Commons was trans-
formed into the “GPA Theatet”,
much like Broadway has
different theaters. Ceram-
ics classes made the center-
pieces for the tables and

the 1A Graphic Arts class
created the decorations.

The students conceptual-
ized, planned and designed
the decorations as a class
project. The theme was
Broadway and the students
began by brainstorming

with concept maps. They
then sketched the space

and the room in their art
journals and discussed

what the focal points

would be, exactly what was
needed to transform the
space. Fach student creat-
ed a project. Lauren Paul,

a Graphic Art student
enjoyed the fact that their art
projects were utilized in such an
authentic way. She stated, “it was
really awesome and good. It
came together really well.” The
NYC skyline idea came to them
through their planning with the

Theater@GPA News

Once again, several GPA stu-
dents will be participating in
Hartford Stage's afterschool
program Breakdancing Shake-
speate.

This year's production is the
battle-of-the-sexes comedy
Taming of the Shrew. GPA
students in the company are
Alivia Caruso, Akeel Benjamin
Benett Sullivan, and Tyrell
Hardnett. Performance dates
are June 4 in the evening and
June 5 during school.

Theatre@GPA is busily

in rehearsal for our April pro-
duction of the modern lan-
ouage adaptation of Antigo-

class. Her favorite part of the
project was painting the skyline.

The décor added to the ambiance
and the focus of the evening was
on the talent displayed by GPA
students. Mr. Wolf, GPA Music
instructor and coordinator of this
event is a “big believer in inde-
pendent performances, it is a

Families and friends sat back and enjoyed the
atmosphere and entertainment. It was a full
house! More photos of the event on page 4.

necessary part of growing as a

musician.” The GPA Cabaret will

be built into the program and he
anticipates it to be an annual
event. His favorite patt of the
evening was “that they all pulled
together, everyone was on board,

ne. Complimenting the power-
ful story of the con-

flicts between authority and
morality, youth and age, our
production also features music
and dance. Music teacher Ste-
ven Wolf has created a cappel-
la arrangements of pop songs
thematically related to the play,
and junior Talia Clarke is cho-
reographing movement for the
eight woman chorus.

Antigone will be per-
formed on April 23 and
24 at 7:00 and April 25 at
2:00 in the

MCC auditorium.

putting aside their own insecuri-
ties and striving towards a com-
mon goal.” “I was delighted at
the end product,” he stated,
“there were a few magic live
performance moments.”

Planning the evening was fun and

hard work by all contributed to

the success. Once the GPA
Commons was reserved for the
event, everything followed.
The theme of Broadway was
voted on by the students, alt-
hough a close second choice
was the theme of Disney.

The show was hosted by Rufi-
no Medina and Latrice Law-
son, who guided the audience
through an evening of perfor-
mances and snacks, provided
by the culinary department.
Rufino stated, “at first it was

' nerve-wracking, but then I let
myself be free and then it was
fun,” about being one of the
hosts.

The show consisted of mono-
logues, vocal solos, duets and
full chorus songs, as well as
jazz band instrumentals.

GPA looks forward to welcom-
ing everyone back for more fun!

Magnet Schools of America
National Award

Above and to the right, students at
GPA celebrate during the all-school
assembly, when student school leaders
announce the award from the Magnet
Schools of Ametica, School of Dis-
tinction to GPA! “208 public magnet
schools and programs located in 14
states are recognized for their com-
mitment to high academic standards,
curriculum innovation, school diversi-
ty and integration, specialized teach-
ing staffs, and parent and community
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Special points of
interest:

e GPA’s “A Second Cup of Coffee” for
parents to gather and discuss our
school community is here! The
next meeting is April 28th, from 5
-6 pm.

e The GPA website is updated multiple
times a week in order to get you
the most accurate information
about our school community
available.




Page 2

Paw-sitively Connected

Artwork from Cabaret Night, now

displayed in the GPA upstairs hallway.

Reminder! GALAPAGOS!!

e are still taking sign-ups for the March
réak 2016 trip to the Galapagos in South
America. This is a truly ONCE IN A
FETIME opportunity to see the location
ere Charles Darwin made observations
bout life that changed the entirety of
scientific thought on species and
dlution. See the lava lizards, seals, giant
ortoises, and multitudes of life on this
in of volcanic islands. Do research with
scientists at the Darwin Institute, and
merse in the local culture. Visit http://
ww.explorica.com/Thurrott-8568 for
‘ormation and to sign up! Remember,
can travel with your student and there
Il be ample time and opportunities for
fund raising so don't miss out on this
iredible adventure. Rates increase April
1!
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Lauren Paul, creating the GPA
Cabaret world.

Unified Arts News

Small Business Management - We
have just started the marketing
section and am looking forward to
designing marketing campaigns for
their businesses. It is especially
interesting to evaluate how social
media is an integral part of market-
ing now.

Culinary 2- The chefs are finishing
up sauces with tomato today and
will begin sautéing and learning the
art of plate design to prep them for
the final exam.

Baking 1- Our bakers have started
quickbreads which includes the
muffin method and biscuits. The
coffeecake muffins that the stu-
dents made wete out of this world.

Spanish 1I are working on design-

Social Studies

This month in Geography, students
have been learning about the Great
Lakes. We are exploring the need
for fresh and clean water for the
world. Students have been investi-
gating ways to conserve water and
make sure that it will be available to
future generations.

In World History, students have
been learning about Cuba. Students
have been exploring Cuba through
the Spanish-American War, as well
as the Cuban Revolution. Students
have been learning about the Cuban
Missile Crisis and are comparing

Ametican Literature -- Students
completed viewing The Social Net-
work and, in an essay, will compare
the film's themes and characters to
those of The Great Gatsby. Students
have particulatly been focusing on
how the American Dream has
changed and morphed in the decades
since Gatsby's publication. Next,
we'll move on to a discussion of the
Harlem Renaissance with particular
focus on Zora Neale Hurston and her
novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God.

College Writing/ Communications --
Students have been busy working on a
persuasive group presentation in which
they are analyzing key speeches from the

ing their dream house. Spanish 11T
are beginning their interdisciplinary
health project. Both levels just
created skits in groups. Spanish 11
created a skit about purchasing
clothing in a store. Spanish I1I
performed a skit about a conversa-
tion between a doctor and patient
to practice the command form.

Drawing students ate exploring self
-portraits as part of their Line Unit.
They are working on multimedia
Portraits using “selfies” as a way to
study contour lines.

All of our Graphic Arts students
are currently creating logo designs
for the Teach for America’s Con-
necticut “ROOTS” Youth Leader-
ship Conference that will be held

News

nuclear programs of the 1960s to
nuclear programs of today.

For the month of March, U.S. His-
tory students will be examining the
effects of World War II on groups
such as women, African Americans
and Japanese Americans. We will
also analyze the government’s use of
propaganda to rally support for the
war. Finally, students will investi-
gate Truman’s decision to drop the
atomic bomb and debate the pros
and cons of that decision.

Philosophy students are completing

English News

Civil Rights Movement. The presenta-
tions are centered on speeches by figures
such as Malcolm X, Lyndon Baines
Johnson and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Students in English T are finishing their
character development essays. They are
about to start their next unit on the book
Swallowing Stones by Joyce McDonald.
Students in English I Honors are com-
pleting their culminating creative project
on Night by Elie Wiesel. They will then
start reading The Importance of Being
Earnest by Oscar Wilde.

English IT Honors has developed gteatly
in the areas of dialogue and deepening
understanding. In one of the recent

on May 16th. One design will be
the emblem used and printed on
shirts for the conference.

*Students are invited to attend the
Logo Design workshop from
March 17th from 4-7 PM at Hart-
ford Prints on 42 Pratt St, Hart-
ford. Please RSVP to Ms. Dyckman
ASAP!
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Mitch Album's Tuesday with Mor-
rie; They have each selected

a personal choice project to mark
the completion of this reading.

Geography students are completing
a Human Geography unit where
students were introduced to the
books Hungry Planet and Where the
Children Sleep. Students focused
on the use of primary source photo-
graphs to begin a deeper look at
differences and inequalities around
the world.

their cultural differences as a lens for the
novel Joy Luck Club. Students then
reflected on how this activity deepened
their understanding of the novel's char-
acters. Students ate now moving towards
examining the authot's writing style.

English IT College Prep has mastered the
concepts of diction and dialect in their
latest assessment on A Lesson Before
Dying. Students completed rotations
effectively which included writers work-
shop, close reading, and examining
textual evidence. Students are now
working on synthesizing the use of
literary devices to reveal authors pur
in the text.
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Respect,

Responsibility and Safety

We’re on the web!

Www.greatpathacademy.org

To the left and right—
GPA Allies, staff and
families celebrated
during the GPA Ally
Breakfast.

AFTTM- Academic Family
Teacher Team Meetings

GPA Allies feast
a celebration!

In order to offer families a more interactive and
empowering version of the age-old “parent teacher
conferences”, Great Path Academy is implementing
content-based AFTTM’s (Academic Family Teacher
Team Meetings). Great Path Academy aims to shift
the mindset and paradigm of how families and instruc-
tors at school work together to support the success of
the students. The English and Social Studies Depart-
ments have already held one and the Math Department
is holding one in early March, as well. The concept is
based upon the Academic Parent-Teacher Teams of
the Creighton School District. Maria Paredes, the
Director of Community Education at Creighton School
District in Arizona, has developed this new model for
parent engagement that is attracting national attention
and resulting in positive outcomes in her district.

“Structure:

The structure diverges from the usual parent—teacher
conference schedule where teachers hold 15-minute
individual conferences at the beginning and end of the
school year. Instead, parents of children in the entire
class come together three times over the school year to
analyze data together as a team.

Presenting the Data:
During team meetings, the teachers provide data on

aggregate classroom performance. Each parent receives
a folder containing his or her child’s academic data and

is able to understand the child’s performance in relation to the
rest of the class on standards for reading and math. Over the

course of the year the data also depict how a child is progress-
ing in relation to these standards. Teachers present the data in

creative and concrete ways. For example, some teachers make a
linear achievement line designating where the “average” child
might score at different points in the year and ask parents to
chart where their own child falls. Other teachers have parents
color bar graphs to represent areas their child has mastered.

Setting Goals:

The teacher then helps parents set 60-day goals for their child
based on his or her academic scores. For example, if the
standard is for 1st graders to learn 120 high-frequency words
by the end of second quarter, children working ahead of the
curve might have a goal of mastering all 120 by the end of
November, whereas a child behind the curve might have a goal
of 75.

Demonstrating how parents can support learning:

After families set goals for their children, the teacher models
different ways parents can support their child’s learning at
home. Parents are then given an opportunity to practice these
activities with other parents. Team meetings end with an
opportunity for parents to network and socialize with other
parents and families. One-on-one parent—teacher meetings are
held once a year, or more regularly if requested, to also give
parents a formal opportunity to meet with teachers on an
individual basis.

Positive results:

Other schools that have implemented this
system have seen the following benefits.

- Improved social networks for families
- Increased teacher participation

- Increased father involvement

- High attendance

- Improved efficiency and time use

- Parents are empowered”

(source: http:/ /www.hfrp.org/publications-
resources/browse-out-publications/
academic-parent-teacher-teams-

reorganizing-parent-teacher-conferences-
around-data)

A photo collage from
GPA’s Cabaret Night.

Great Path Academy @ MCC does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, religious greed, age, gender,
gender identity or expression, national origin, marital
status, ancestry, present or past history of mental

ical disability,

Thank you to the following donors to the PBIS Gotcha Cart this month:

Mrs. Spencer and Kallie Ohlund

We appreciate the support for helping to recognize GPA Student Cougars for being Responsible, Respectful and Safe!

If interested, donations can be made to Ms. Canty— please email cants00 1 @hartfordschools.org or call (860) 512-3723.

disorder, learning disability or p}
political belef, veteran status, or sexual orier
tion. The following individual has been designated to

handle inquires regarding non-discrimination policies:

Susan Canty, Title IX Coordina-

tor,cants001 @hartfordschools.org



